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Renowned Canadian
journalist to speak

in Stouffville

By Alison Macpherson

The Rotary Club of Stouffville will host journalist
Kathleen Kenna at a fundraising event on April 12 at
Sleepy Hollow Country Club.

Residents are invited to hear, Ms Kenna speak
about her experiences as a foreign correspondent in
Afghanistan and life after the grenade attack that
seriously injured her in 2002. The event is being orga-
nized in conjunction with the Night of a Thousand
Dinners campaign, spearheaded the Canadian
Landmine Foundation, to support the eradication of
landmines.

In a Toronto Star article published Dec. 4, 2001,
Ms Kenna wrote, “Land beside the two main high-
ways lining Kabul to Bagram air base, one of the
few airstrips available in the country, is so heavily
mined that drivers are even warned not to go off the
pavement.” Exactly three months later, a grenade
was thrown into the vehicle that she, her husband
and two-others were travelling |
Gardez. The story she tells about her seven months
inAng‘hnnlutan prior to the attack, her compassion for
the Afghan people, the experience of being ambush:

.. and her subsequent recoyery is part,
tioné?x& ﬁ‘fﬁ

Since the signing of the Ottawa Treaty in 1997,

Canada has continued to be instrumental in the
movement to alleviate the landmine crisis worldwide
and Rotarians are making substantial contributions
to the success of the initiative. Also formed in 1997,
the Rotary Club of Stouffville is part of Rotary
District 7070,-0ne of the world's largest organizers of
Night of a Thousand Dinners, raising tens of thou-
sands of dollars annually to help eliminate landmines
and treat the victims.

While significant progress has been made, millions
of landmines remain an immediate threat in at Jeast
70 countries, killing or maiming10,000 civilians every
year. Money is needed for removing mines and aiding
victims with the physical and psychological recovery
that allows the rebuilding of communities.

Local Rotarians are on the community to

join them in support of their efforts by attend
this speci evcning.’lhcvmtbeﬁnsat?pm.ml'l:ﬂ
complimentary hors d'oeuvres, followed by the pre-
sentation. Ms Kenna will welcome questions after
the talk. Tickets are $25 and available by calling Ken
Prentice at 905-642-9507, Carol Watson at 905-640-
2376 or John Pollard at 905-640-3131.

In keeping with the Night of a Thousand Dinners
theme, it is requested that attendees bring a non-
E::i.habk food item for donation to the local food
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